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THE HILL: Destroying, suppressing
evidence is FBI standard procedure
BY JAMES BOVARD, OPINION

 

 
  

Congressional investigators were rocked this weekend when the FBI
notified them that five months of text messages from a top FBI
investigator into the Trump campaign’s Russian connections had
mysteriously vanished.

The FBI-issued cell phone of Peter Strzok, whose previous texts to his
mistress (also an FBI employee) showed fierce hostility to Trump,
suddenly had problems due to “software upgrades” and other issues —
and voila — 

. Strzok, who oversaw the Trump investigation
from its start in July 2016, was removed from Mueller’s Special Counsel
investigation last summer after the Justice Department Inspector
General discovered his anti-Trump texts.

Stephen Boyd, the assistant attorney general for legislative affairs,
notified a Senate committee that “

collected and retained for long-term storage and retrieval
was not collected.” The missing texts could have obliterated the
remnants of credibility of the FBI’s investigation of the Trump campaign.

Conservatives are caterwauling about the vanished evidence but this
type of tactic has long been standard procedure for the FBI. Acting FBI
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all the messages between the two from Dec. 14, 2016, to
May 17, 2017 vanished

data that should have been
automatically
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